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to the fact that a Germanising policy was being introduced.
This process was, of course, at direct variance with
Hitler's declaration that Gerjnany would protect the right
of the Czech nation to maintain its national existence.

The abolition of the municipal council at Budejovice
and the appointment of a German Government Commissar
in its place have been followed by actions of an even
more arbitrary character. As soon as the relevant decree
had been issued, a number of prominent Czech citizens,
including the Mayor, J. Neumann, a former Social Demo-
cratic senator, and the local correspondent of the Czech
newspaper Ceshi Slovo, were arrested summarily. No
charges were laid against any of these persons. The German
authorities then issued instructions to the Czech police
to remove all Czech memorials, commemorative tablets,
statues etc., including the statue of President Masaryk
which was set up to commemorate his arrival at Budejovice
in 1918 on his return to his native country. This act of
desecration was watched by a hostile crowd, and after
the last trace of the statue had been removed, the empty *
site was decorated with flowers by large numbers of
citizens.

From Prague there are increasing rumours of an im-
pending change in the Government there. Protector
Neurath has on several occasions expressed his dis-
satisfaction with the attitude of the present Government,
which does not sufficiently accommodate itself to the
German point of view, and arrangements seem to be already
in progress to replace it by a group of extreme Fascists
belonging to an organisation known as the 'Vlajka'